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SOS TA EET IINNTE = 
The CHARACTER ofa. PRINCE; 


"Here are four V- zrtues properly called Re- 
'B gal, which are Piety, Prudence, Va- 
[laur, and Juſtice, and if a Prince hath not 4 
hare of them, | be will hardly anſwer the Fxpt- 
| Fations of bis People; nor the Ends of 'Go- 
| Dernment ; but be may be flatteredinto four Ui- 
ces as like them, which will utterly undo-hbim 
and his SubjcQs too, and thatis if bis Rigpotry 
be called Piety, his timorous Cautiouſneſs and 
unſteady Steering Prudence, bis R aſhneſs and 
Obſtinacy Valour , and bis Severity and in-. 
human Stiffneſs Juſtice. 5 Bal 
True Picty in a Prince is a ſenſe of God Ab 
mighty's Providence and Fuflice, aſubmiſſion to 
thegternal Law of Equity aKnowledge of hisown 
mortal Condition &-Frailties, and adefire to keep 
theBonds of Onion entire between all hisSubjets. . 
He for this or that Party inReligion, be muft ſee it 
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be Religion and nit Fafion, es ſo far indulge it, 
as Conſcience may be ſatisfied and Ambition diſap- 
peinted : This can be done by none, but by one 
who has been. bred up in ſome acquaintance with 
Moderation, and has not ſworn to advance a 
Party. Ch riffias Religion bas been too far clogg'd 
by Urnament,Superſition, SuperſtruFure, Impo- 
ftrons unneceſſary Queitions >» more mit; 6 
Determinations, . ever.tohoje that any one Par- 
ty Ta ſubdue the other by Argument or dint of 
Regſon ſo as to bring them. over, then there re- 
mains nothing but Force which 1s of ſuch ill cons 

ence, that it is the only way to Baniſh all 
ſenſe of Religionout of the World : Therefore a 
voutual Fartearance, au. Allowance or permi/- 
fue Indulgence tro Miſtakes or xg von 
is all that is left, and more than this Man can- 
notinvent. with any good. meaning to his fellow- 
Creature. A Prince who has a uſed to this, 
who is not ſtartled at Names, who defrres to be 4 


Father to bis People , and not a Tool to his, 


= 


priefs A 


Jagacions diſcovery of ſecret Machinations both 


'|- hy into Holland, which will-drown for Liber- 
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Priefls, is the Prince that England wants. 
Prudence, tho of fo larga an extent, ar to 
| ſeem toinclude all Virtues, Nullam numen a- 
beſt ſiſit' Prudentia 2 et it properly means in 
a Prince, that admirable forecaſt of Events, that 
dexterous Rencountering of Accidents , that 


at home and abroad, ſo as to prevent them in 
their birth, and above all , tha underſtanding 
.of the Intereſt that his Peoplets engaged\ in by 
their CircumStances, 4 Nation is compoſed 
_of private Men; all broughtnp very near'in the 
fame Cuſtoms, and Inſtruffed much by the "ſame 
ſort of Teachers: the Prince muſt take them as he 
finds them. He that would: introduce Monas- 


1.2t any time, or ſettle a Re-publick in France, 
which will and does as eagerly fight for Slavery, 

- Wl bave a T ackof no ſmall: performance, Eng- 
land hat always been the Trimmer berween theſe 
 Extreams ; aud tho that be a troubleſom Office, 
3 : and 
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(4) | 
and fometimes may be unable to keep all teddy, 
-yet the inconveniency is ſoon felt on either ſue, 
and as ſoon remedied by the weight of Intereſt : 
\But a wiſe Prince will eaſely keep the Conten- 
ders quiet, if be refle&s, he can only be'ſafe by 
-preveuting -the exceſs ; they: who would make 
him Jbſolute , would kill him with \ kindneſs, 
: make him debaſe Human uature, diveſt bis Sub- 
jeis of their Reaſon, by which alone Men can 
. obey ſweetly, and at laft expoſe him to all the 
Rape and inſolens Infidelity of mercenary Guards 
. and ſenſeleſs Slaves ; And thoſewho would diſ- 
robe bim of neceſſary Power, would make him a 
veitlefs T ool to ambitious Projefts, uncapable of 
. proteFing bis People, a perpetual Martyr to Fears 
and Fealouſres, while he would be endeavouring 
toperform bis Office ; all bis Ations liable to 
| Miſconftrufions, and in ſhort, put him-intoſo 
regular a Diet, that the leaft good Meal of Frui- 
-2ion in Power would prove a Surfeit. T berefore 
the Prince we want,1s one accuſtomed tothe am- 
= | bitious 
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of the Priefthbood, to demand one to lead themin 


ples of Chriſtianity, which endeavoured to tame 
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bitious ProjeRs of viders, uſd to prefide in popu- 
lar Aſſemblies,that ſo fathoming the Depth of bu- 
man Combinations, he may ſee the danger of gtv- 
ing colourable Pretexts by arbitrary Proceedings, 
and likewiſe avoid ſplitting upon the Sand of too 
much Confidence in his own fudgement and Ma- 
nagement, In ſhort, he that has managed great 
Conncils, will never be managed by little ones, 
and ſo never drawn afide from— his People. 

Valour is /o efſential a Quality in a Prince, 
that it is part of bis being. Omnia ſunt Gla- 
diipediſſequa; ' 4nd the Sword is delivered to 
him by a more divine Commiſſion tban any other 
of his Attributes, God allowed the Plea in his 
own People, when they rejeed the Government 


and out to Battel. Since the peaceable princi- 


the ferocity of Heatheniſm,have not been able en- 
tirely to baniſh Arms andVar, and that at leaſt 
defen/ruely, it muſt be allowed : 115 moſt certain, 
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that a Prince YI.” ©. it not to be relied. 
apon: for Protettion :. and tho of late perhaps 
fome have troubled the World without that perſon- 
al Qualny, yet our Nation will always bave a pro- 
found Yeneration for one who ſhall head it in 
glorious Ations, What will they have then for 
a:Hero, who from bis firif «2M anhood has with- 
ſtood thetorrent of impetuous Invaſion, who has 
in the miaſt of Fire, ond Smoak preſerved all the 
Security and Calmneſs that Men have at leiſure 
hours, and yetſhewed alkthe Spirit and Conduft 
that-Danger required. T bere gaes a great dea} | 
20 the making of a General, but much moreto 
have. a Soveraigu be eminent in General/hip; and 
when ſucha-Prince falls to a N ations lot, they 
way boldly hope to find neſpe&in the remoteſi parts 
of this babitable World, particularly having 
Fleets to carry.the Glory of their Prince to the 
— —————— 
- Juſtice is the fiſhing -of that true Picture of 
God 4lmighty; a Prince, that which makes Tok Ly 
E ook. 
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look lowely in the Shire all bis Subjefts, from 
the higheſt to the loweſt ; but it muſt be temperet 
with Mercy, which ts properly the Fuſtice of his 
own Nature, the other is the ntmoſt reſult of bus 
man Reaſon into Rules called Laws,of which the 
Prince is the Guardian, and ought particularly to 
watch the AdminiStration of them, for they can- 
not be ſtrained or ſlakened without ajarring in the 
Harmony of Government, At this moſt admira- 
ble Qualification are levelled all the Batteries of 
| the Rapacioug or the Plittring ; Here they place 
infallibility, and would have the Prince believe 
that his will is the Fountain- Head, that all the 
Streams may take what Channel be pleaſes, and 
this that ſome of them may be diverted 10 their 
we. Few Men truſt to' Merit, moſt to-Favour, 
that makes them flrive for Power, and make it 
uphold its own Extravagancies even with the ha- 
ard of the Princes ſafety and the Peoples quiet: 
| And ſo unhappily fertile are unjuſt 4ts,that they 
beget ons another, and like the Plagues of Egypt, 
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do but harden Hearts: Nothing can fo ſoon over- 
turn a Government as the want of Juſtice. Puli- 
zick Bodies are never difjolved till they are in a 
fate of War, and they are never [o,till every 
Man is his own Carver, for want of an equal 

diſtributive Power. | | 
\  A-Prance therefore whoſe Birth and Educa- 
tion bas been in a Country where Laws flouriſh, 
and Property is ſacred whoſe Nature is juſt, and 
| Temper merciful, who has refuſed. Sovereign 
Power, becauſe he woutkabe true to his Truſt, who 
has over-worn Fears and Fealouſits, wherethey 
were ſupported with ſpecions Pretences and for - 
reign Aſfiſtances, who has gained bis Enemies,re- 
eoncil d his Oppoſers, and powerfullyproteled his 


Friends, that Prince,if we are wiſe, may maks us 


bappys 
Edinburgh, Re-printed in the Year, 168g. 


